
Minutes - MRRA AGM 26TH JUNE 2013

1. Thanks from Gordon to those in attendance on a sunny Wednesday evening.

2. Treasurers report – David Oakley

a. £15,358 in accumulated funds at the end of December 2012.

b. Accounts were accepted, but at the Committee’s request, Angela Fehrenbach of 11 

Gainsborough Close, nominated her husband to check the accounts, as this has not 

yet been done in the last 3 years and is required in our Articles to safeguard 

everyone’s funds.

c. In 2012, there were 3 non payers and 46 payers of the 49 “frontagers” [a 

“frontager” is anyone with a border with Middleton Road, even if there is no access 

- hence the Association membership of some residents on Crosby Hill Drive, etc.  

[see the “49 MEMBERS”].  2 non-payers were due to change of ownership during the 

year and 1 is longstanding.  Going forward, it is expected that there will be just 1 

non-payer.

d. All paying members paid the full £30, although there are still some residents who 

need to update their standing order for this amount.

e. During 2012, over £400 of old uncollected fees were also collected.

f. We continue to pay an insurance premium of just over £300 for public liability 

insurance, covering all the residents for damage or injury to members of the public 

due to road conditions which we may be considered responsible for.  In addition, 

we pay a subscription of £75 to the Private Roads Association, which is an excellent 

source of advice on all things Private Road related.

3. It was agreed that 2013 fees would remain at £30, payable in June/July.  An increase was 

discussed, but as major repairs are not expected for some years, it was decided to obtain a 

quote this year for resurfacing of the entire road and to review the adequacy of the 

contribution next year.

4. It was remarked by Gordon, that the MRRA now has what can only be described as a 

remarkable website, where news and information will be be made available  


 http://www.middletonroadresidentsassociation.com
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5. In a Neighbourhood Watch report, Katerina kindly gave a quick update on local crime 

statistics, mentioned a recent burglary close by and gave some good security ideas.    

There have been some incidents of damage and theft by members of the public using the 

road in the last year.  It was requested that ANY incidents that cause residents concern, 

even if minor, are reported by calling 101 [non-emergency equivalent of 999].  On the 

subject of speeding cars and bonfires, raised at the last AGM, it was agreed that this did 

not seem to be a current problem [in the case of the latter issue, Gordon hasn’t had a 

bonfire this year], but to stay vigilant and report incidents, particularly speeding.  When a 

previous speeding problem was reported, it was dealt with very effectively [by the police].

6. There were some recent complaints about potholes in our road.  Firstly we clarified that it 

was indeed our responsibility to fix, because of the private road status.  Secondly, we 

agreed to fix the few current pot holes on Sunday 30th June, which is likely to involve 

asphalt, tea and bacon sandwiches.  Going forward, please send an email or use the 

“CONTACT US” form on the website to report portholes and the Committee will arrange for 

the holes to be filled in by helpful residents!

7. It was raised that our Articles made no provision for non-paying frontagers, which was felt 

to be unfair.  It was agreed that we would amend the Articles to exclude any frontagers 

from the Association if fees remained unpaid 6 months after they were due and those 

frontagers would not then be able to benefit from the accumulated fund until ALL past 

dues were paid.

8. It was also raised that in the past, the Association has requested a contribution from 

developers, to account for undue wear and tear to the road from heavy delivery lorries.  

This is especially true as the edges of the road are often not well finished and damage is 

quite easy.  We discussed how to apply this and to make provision in our articles.  The 

committee will make a proposal on this and share for agreement.  Meanwhile, John Wright 

of Whitegates, very kindly agreed to very politely approach the new owner / developer of 

Linbar for a suitable contribution, reflecting the fact that the existing bungalow is to be 

demolished and replaced with two 5 bedroom houses. 



9. There were a few questions about private road and unadopted status.  To answer these, the 

Committee have put some information up on the website.   If these don’t answer your 

questions, please email one of the Committee or use “CONTACT US” on the website, we’ll 

do our best.  No, we can’t block the road or dig a pit with sharpened stakes at one end.

10.Gordon Young decided that after several years as Chairman that it was someone’s else’s 

turn.  After a thrilling vote and the tightest of results, David Oakley of Cranmere House was 

elected Chairman.  Craig Downie was voted in as the new Treasurer, replacing David.  

Katerina remains as our third Committee member.  Should anyone else wish to become a 

Committee Member or take responsibility for any specific aspect of the Association [e.g. 

potholes], please let us know, you will be welcome.

11. It was noted that there were a lot of overhanging trees that made the bridge even more 

dangerous than it already is.  The committee agreed to contact the council to request them 

to clear it up a bit.

12. It was mentioned in AOB that there was a case of Japanese Knotweed on our road, which 

was being professionally treated.  For those that don’t know it, try googling it, but have a 

stiff drink ready.

13. We agreed that next year’s AGM would be in June again, as it is likely to be warmer than in 

January, which was when we intended to hold this AGM.

David Oakley, Chairman of the MRRA, 27 June 2013

In attendance:  Gordon [Chairman], David [Treasurer], Katerina [Committee Member], Craig Downie 
[Treasure elect] and approximately 20 residents.


